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At the core of my teaching philosophy is a belief that learning happens most powerfully when students are 
trusted with meaningful responsibility. In film and media education, this means moving beyond passive 
consumption of information and into environments where students are actively making, questioning, 
revising, and reflecting. My role as an educator is not simply to deliver content, but to design spaces where 
students can test ideas, take creative risks, and see the real-world consequences of their work. 

Since beginning my teaching career, my pedagogy has been grounded in experiential, production-based 
learning. I teach students not only how media is analyzed or written about, but how it is made, circulated, 
and received. This approach requires structure, clarity, and accountability, but it also requires flexibility and 
trust. I strive to create classrooms that function as creative-collective spaces where students from different 
majors, backgrounds, and levels of experience can contribute meaningfully to shared projects. In these 
environments, learning emerges through collaboration, problem-solving, and reflection embedded directly 
in the act of making. 

One of the defining features of my teaching is the integration of learning beyond the traditional classroom. In 
2018, I founded the ProLab, a voluntary, co-curricular production initiative that allows students to engage in 
professional-style filmmaking outside of required coursework. ProLab is not an assignment or a class; it is 
an opportunity for students who want to go further to collaborate with me on writing, producing, and 
exhibiting original films. These projects are publicly screened at regional film festivals, giving students 
firsthand experience with peer review, audience reception, and creative accountability. The ProLab has 
become a sustained pedagogical extension of my teaching, one that reinforces the idea that learning does 
not stop when a class ends and that creative work gains meaning when it enters the public sphere. 

Similarly, my role as founder and Executive/Artistic Director of the Blackbird Film Festival has deeply shaped 
my teaching philosophy. Blackbird is not only a festival; it is a learning environment. Students serve as 
programmers, staff members, and ambassadors, gaining insight into how creative communities are built 
and sustained. Through Blackbird, students see how storytelling functions within cultural, ethical, and 
social contexts. The festival allows me to model professional leadership while also demonstrating that 
creative work is inseparable from community engagement and responsibility. 

The COVID-19 pandemic forced a significant rethinking of my teaching practice. Like many faculty, I was 
required to shift away from in-person, hands-on instruction and redesign my courses for virtual delivery. 
Rather than treating this transition as temporary, I approached it as an opportunity to rethink how students 
engage with course material. During this period, I developed www.profavery.online, a comprehensive 
teaching portal that supports asynchronous, modular, and scaffolded learning. The site allows students to 
engage with lessons, assignments, and resources at their own pace while maintaining clear expectations 
and consistent structure. The strategies developed during this period now support both my online and in-
person courses, increasing accessibility and allowing students to revisit material as needed. 

Assessment and reflection are central to my teaching practice, but I am increasingly intentional about how 
and when evaluation occurs. In the post-COVID era, traditional end-of-semester course evaluations have 
become less reliable due to dramatically reduced participation. As a result, I have shifted toward ongoing 

http://www.blackbirdfilmfest.com/
http://www.profavery.online/


formative feedback throughout the semester, such as conversations, check-ins, critiques, and reflective 
discussions that allow me to respond to student needs in real time. I have found this approach to be far 
more effective for supporting learning and adjusting instruction than relying solely on anonymous feedback 
collected after a course has concluded. 

Ultimately, my teaching philosophy has evolved from focusing on individual courses to building sustainable 
learning systems. Whether it’s through the classroom, the ProLab, my online course portal, or the Blackbird 
Film Festival, my goal is to create environments where students feel empowered to take ownership of their 
learning, understand the broader impact of their creative work, and develop the confidence to contribute 
meaningfully beyond the university.  

Teaching, for me, is not a static practice, it’s an ongoing process of reflection, adaptation, and commitment 
to students as emerging creators and critical thinkers. 
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An afterthought: 

As I reflect on the distance between my previous teaching philosophy, written in 2019 (included below), and 
the one presented above, it is striking how profoundly the world, and my understanding of it, has changed. 
That earlier document was written before a global pandemic, before years of sustained uncertainty, and 
before the immense personal and professional demands of preserving creative spaces like the Blackbird 
Film Festival during a period when so much was being lost. Returning to that earlier mindset is difficult not 
because I was wrong or misguided, but because those ideas simply belong to a different moment in time, 
one shaped by assumptions of stability, access, and connection that no longer hold true in the same way. 

This revised philosophy reflects what has been learned since then: about resilience, adaptability, and the 
necessity of meeting students where they are in a world that continues to change rapidly. I have learned to 
hold structured learning with much softer hands these days and to remind myself that everyone has 
something going on in their life that may not be conducive to the teaching approach I have chosen. To that 
end, I am also mindful that, just as 2019 now feels distant, this document will one day read as a reflection of 
its own moment in time.  

Teaching, like storytelling, is never finished, it is continually reshaped by experience, context, and the 
evolving needs of students. My commitment is not to a fixed set of methods, but to remaining reflective, 
responsive, and engaged in whatever the world looks like when I next revisit these ideas... 





 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt9596026/?ref_=nm_flmg_dr_3
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt9597518/?ref_=nm_flmg_dr_2

